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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a flaw examination method, a flaw 
examination device or the like having the capability of 
examining a flaw with high accuracy and quantitatively 
evaluating a flaw shape. 

CONSTITUTION: This flaw examination method is used 
to examine a flaw existing in a specimen 7, with 
alternating magnetic field applied to the specimen 7 and 
the flaw examination range thereof scanned, while a 
change in the alternating magnetic field being detected 

with a magnetism detection means 4. This means 4 has 

a plurality of magnetism detection elements 5 two- <^ ! — - 

dimensionally arranged in a scanning direction and a y 

direction intersecting the scanning direction. 
Furthermore, a plurality of the elements 5 of the means 
4 are used to measure the strength of magnetic field 
intersecting the surface of the specimen 7 and/or the 
distribution of phase changes, thereby detecting a flaw. 
Also, the device may have a plurality of the elements 5 
of the means 4 arrayed along the surface contour of the 
specimen 7 or otherwise. 
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